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Best summer food and drink 
events in Boston 2019

The warm-weather sea-
son is all about getting 
outdoors and showing 
the public what we’ve 
been up to all winter 
— namely, eating and 
drinking. Thankfully, 
some of the world’s 
best food and drink fes-
tivals are taking their 
annual place in Boston 
this summer.
 
Lexington Battle Green 
BBQ Festival 
Summer wouldn’t be 
summer without the 
grill, and you can get 
an epic jump on the 
season this weekend 
via the ninth an-
nual celebration of all 
things slathered in 
sauce. 
May 18-19, noon-8 p.m., 
1557 Mass Ave., Lexing-
ton, $5, lexingtonbbq-
battle.com

Roars & Pours 

Hang out with the wild 
things — and a few 
zoo animals — at this 
tasting, where you can 
sip beer and wine and 
stroll through exhibits 
(including liquid-cour-
age-friendly giant bugs) 
at this benefit for the 
Franklin Park Zoo. 
June 1, $50-$55, zoone-
wengland.org

Hyper-Local Craft 
Brewfest 
Go green (so to speak) 
at this serious beer 
fest, where 75 New 
England brewers — 
who all use locally 
grown ingredients 
— will pour their 
product. Admis-
sion gets you 25 
tasting tickets. 
June 8, 2:30-9:30 
p.m., University 
Park, $45-$80, 
hyperlocalbrew.
eventbrite.com

Boston JerkFest 
Sample flavorful 
Caribbean specialties 
at this family-friendly 
fair, which includes a 
beer and wine tasting 
on Friday night, jerk 

and 
seafood 

cookoffs, live reggae 
music and activities for 

the kids. 
July 5-6, Haley House, 12 
Dade St., $15-$75, boston-
jerkfest.com

WGBH Craft Beer Festi-
val Fundraiser 
If you like your suds 
served with a philan-
thropic chaser, you can 
support public televi-
sion while sampling 
small-batch brews at 
this event. Tickets 

include unlimited 
2-ounce samples from 
dozens of beers and 
ciders. 
July 13, 7-10 p.m., 1 Guest 
St., $45 members, $55 
nonmembers

Boston Pizza Festival 
The country’s larg-
est celebration of the 
classic slice makes its 
annual return. July 
13-14, City Hall Plaza, $15 

general admission, $50 
VIP pass (includes all you 
can eat from 11 a.m.-
noon), bostonpizzafestival.
com

Boston Seafood Fes-
tival 
Sponsored by the 
nonprofit Boston 
Fisheries Foundation, 
this fest celebrates one 
of America’s oldest 
industries: Atlantic 
seafood. Watch chefs’ 
cooking demos, sample 
their creations, gawk at 
fish-cutting and oyster-
shucking contests, and 
commune over a giant 
clambake. 
Aug. 4, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Boston Fish Pier, boston-
seafoodfestival.org

Battle of the Burger 
Twenty restaurants 
fight for bragging 
rights as the purveyor 
of Boston’s best beef 
patty, and you can be 
the judge. Taste their 
entries and cast your 
vote. Aug. 14, 6-10 p.m., 
Flynn Cruiseport Boston, 
$59-$129, bostonmaga-
zine.com/battle-of-the-
burger

Delectable tastings 
and culinary happen-

ings are coming to 
the city, starting now. 

MICHAEL MARTIN
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This summer, the 
Boston Landmarks Or-
chestra will be back for 
another season of free 
concerts every Wednes-
day evening at 7 p.m. 
from July 17 through 
August 21 at DCR’s 
Hatch Memorial Shell. 
Originally founded by 
legendary conductor 
Arthur Fiedler, this year 
will mark the 90th year 
of free concerts on the 
Esplanade.

The orchestra will 
perform under the 
direction of Music Direc-
tor Christopher Wilkins 
and Executive Director 
Jo Frances Meyer and 
will feature collabora-
tions with the Museum 
of Science’s Charles 
Hayden Planetarium 
and the New England 
Aquarium, as well as 
performances with Bos-
ton youth and local mu-
sicians. The program-
ming aims to embrace a 
wide range of music and 
dance by local musi-
cians, ensembles and 
performing artists.

“A spirit of joy and 
openness lies at the 
heart of all Boston 
Landmarks Orchestra 
programs,” said Wilkins 
in a release. “Families, 

children, newcomers, 
and first-time concertgo-
ers all have a welcome 
place at our concerts. 
The 2019 season cel-
ebrates great orchestral 
literature, innovation 
and creativity in our 
city, and the diverse 
talents of our many col-
laborators.”

Meyer shares in the 
excitement, adding, 
“This summer, Music 
Director Christopher 
Wilkins will take us to 
the moon and back to 
Earth with music and 
dance that celebrate 
rich global traditions. 
Our concerts also will 
take you back in time to 
the era when Maestro 
Arthur Fiedler was 
wielding his conduc-
tor’s baton, as we weave 
many of his favorites 
into our weekly pro-
grams and celebrate 
the 90th anniversary of 
the great legacy of free 
concerts that he left 
for us. We can’t wait to 
welcome everyone to 
the Esplanade!”

Here are three of our 
picks from this year’s 
schedule:
 
Symphonic Space Odys-
sey: 50th Anniversary of 

the Moon Landing
July 17 at 7 p.m. 
This kickoff concert in 
partnership with the 
Museum of Science’s 
Charles Hayden Plan-
etarium will celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of 
the first lunar landing. 
The event will include 
musical selections from 
John Adams, Leroy An-
derson, Richard Strauss 
and Joaquin Rodrigo 
with custom visuals by 
the planetarium.
 
Deep River
July 31 at 7 p.m. 

This performance of 
African-American 
spirituals will conjure 
a complex array of 
emotions from terrify-
ing oppression to the 
glorifying feeling of 
liberation. After the 
songs are completed, 
there will be a concert 
suite of excerpts and 
narration from Jerome 
Kern’s forward-thinking 
1927 musical “Show 
Boat,” which helped to 
change the way that 
Broadway approaches 
race on stage. 
 

Annual Green Concert
August 14 at 7 p.m.
This performance, in 
partnership with the 
New England Aquarium, 
will bring a sweeping 
night of classical music 
along with imagery to 
illustrate our current 
climate crisis. David 
Arnold will provide a 
powerful photo essay to 
go along with the music 
for one of the most mov-
ing nights of the season.

To view the full schedule, 
head over to landmarksor-
chestra.org. PAT KING

Boston Landmarks Orchestra announces 
Summer 2019 free concert series

GETTY IMAGES

NO TICKET FEES 
LowellSummerMusic.org 

FULL SCHEDULE AT 
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As the days get longer 
and the weather ever 
so slowly gets warmer, 
there are few better 
ways to celebrate sum-
mer than to gather 
your friends and head 
to the nearest rooftop 
for some great food and 
drinks. Here’s just a 
handful of hot spots — 
with amazing views — 
to add to your list.

Rooftop at Revere
200 Stuart St.
A posh retreat in the 

middle of the Theatre 
District, this oasis on 
top of the Revere Hotel 
features a heated in-
door pool, bar and luxe 
lounge with couches 
and private cabanas if 
you’re feeling fancy. It’s 
the ideal place to sit, 
sip, and people-watch 
as you snack on small 
plates with seasonal 
ingredients.

Kendall Square Roof-
top Garden
4 Cambridge Ctr., Cam-

bridge
It’s one of Cambridge’s 
best-kept secrets, and 
the perfect place to go 
for some fresh air on 
your lunch break. Lo-
cated above the parking 
garage at 4 Cambridge 
Ctr., the garden boasts 
not only beautiful 
greenery and flowers, 
but stunning views of 
the city and charming 
walking paths as well.

Lookout Rooftop and 
Bar

70 Sleeper St.
Offering craft cocktails, 
panoramic views of the 
skyline and the harbor, 
and an undeniably chic 
vibe, The Envoy Hotel’s 
rooftop bar is a great 
pick for those looking 
to see and be seen. On 
those chilly summer 
evenings — because 
there are bound to be 
at least a few — you can 
warm up around a fire 
pit or under one of the 
built-in heat lamps.
 

Coppersmith
40 W. 3rd St., South 
Boston
South Boston’s Cop-
persmith takes the 
alfresco experience 
to the next level on 
their 3,000-square-
foot “Airdeck,” with 
bartenders mixing up 
signature cocktails and 
pouring craft beer from 
a vintage Airstream 
trailer. Mingle at one 
of the massive picnic 
tables while taking 
in the scenery — and 

maybe a few Instagram 
photos, too.

Ristorante Fiore
250 Hanover St.
This North End main-
stay has bragging rights 
as the only restaurant 
in the neighborhood 
with a roof deck — and 
it’s retractable! Along 
with a warm and el-
egant ambiance, you’ll 
find Italian classics like 
bolognese and lasagna, 
plus an extensive wine 
list. KIM WINDYKA

Summer rooftop roundup

Rooftop at Revere. PAUL MAROTTA Lookout Rooftop. PROVIDED

ree for All 
Concert Fund
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JOIN US ON JULY 10 FOR A TUNE UP PARTY AT THE HATCH AT 6:00 PM
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CŒUR DE PIRATE

PIERRE LAPOINTE

THÉRAPIE TAXI

TIKEN JAH FAKOLY

MYTH SYZER

AND MANY MORE !

F R A N C O S M O N T R E A L . C O MF R A N C O S M O N T R E A L . C O M

Bon Bon Vivant  &  Shamarr Allen
$34 IN ADVANCE  | $40 AT THE DOOR | CHILDREN UNDER 10 FREE
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT FRENCHCULTURALCENTER.ORG

LIVE MUSIC BY

FRIDAY,  JULY 12,    6 - 11PM   
DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINKS, AND DANCING IN THE STREET

While there is hardly 
ever a shortage of great 
concerts in Boston on a 
nightly basis, summer 
is the perfect excuse to 
cram in as many artists 
as possible into the phe-
nomenon we know as 
the “music festival.” Here 
are a couple of music 
festivals happening in 
the city this summer 
that you should con-
sider marking on your 
crowded social calendar.

Boston Calling Music 
Festival
May 24-26
Ah, it’s finally that time 
of year again. Next 
weekend will mark the 
seventh year of the Bos-
ton Calling Festival and, 
like years in the past, the 
spring lineup this year is 
incredibly stacked. The 
three-day music festival 
will be headlined this 
year by Twenty One 

Pilots (Friday), Tame 
Impala (Saturday) and 
Travis Scott (Sunday). 
While the headlining 
slots have their fair share 
of firepower, each day 
is rounded out by some 
amazing acts as well, in-
cluding Greta Van Fleet, 
CHVRCHES, Lord Huron, 
ODESZA, Anderson .Paak 
& the Free Nationals, 
Hozier, Logic, Brandi 
Carlile, Sheck Wes and 
even an appearance by 
country rap sensation Lil 
Nas X.

For more information, 
including daily lineups and 
tickets, head to bostoncalling.
com.  

Boston Early Music 
Festival
June 9-16
While generally the no-
tion of a music festival 
these days conjures up 
images of flower crowns 
and opposing stages with 

booming music, the Bos-
ton Early Music Festival 
offers an alternative for 
fans of both classical 
music and opera. Over 
seven days, the festival 
will feature music from 
Kristian Bezuidenhout, 
Sequentia, Stile Antico, 
Dunedin Consort, Doulce 
Mémoire and its own all-
star BEMF Orchestra. The 
centerpiece opera at this 
year’s festival will be the 
North American debut 
performance of Agostino 
Steffani’s 1691 master-
piece “Orlando,” at the 
Emerson Cutler Majestic 
theater. The festival is 
also home to the world-
famous Early Music trade 
show exhibition that will 
include makers of early 
instruments, music pub-
lishers, dealers of rare 
books, and much more!

For more information 
and tickets, head to bemf.org. 
PAT KING

Your summer music 
festival guide
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