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Renowned Venezuelan Musician Receives Prestigious Ansbacher 
Award

The Free for All Concert Fund selects Dr. José Antonio Abreu 

BOSTON – July 9, 2013 –The Free for All Concert Fund, a nonprofit organization 
providing access to free classical and orchestral music to all Bostonians, is pleased to 
announce 
the selection of Dr. José Antonio Abreu as the recipient of the 2013 Charles Ansbacher 
Music for All Award. Dr. Abreu is the founder El Sistema, a visionary education 
program that teaches music to over 300,000 impoverished children in Venezuela. 

Ambassador Swanee Hunt will present the award on behalf of her late husband, 
Charles Ansbacher, on Wednesday, July 24, 2013 during the Boston Landmarks 
Orchestra free concert at the Hatch Shell.  Bolivia Bottome, Director of Institutional 
Development and International Relations for Fundamusical "Simón Bolívar", will accept 
the award on behalf of Dr. Abreu. 
José Fuentes, concertmaster of the Dudamel Orchestra at the Conservatory Lab 
Charter School, will represent the local El Sistema programs.

The free concert starts at 7:00pm and is part of the Landmarks Orchestra’s Summer 
Series at the Hatch Shell. This concert is also their annual summer Reconciliation 
Concert, a series initiated by Free for All Concert Fund trustee Tuan Nguyen, 
celebrating the universal healing power of music.  In case of rain, the award 
presentation and performance will held at the Back Bay Events Center, located at 180 
Berkeley Street in Boston.

ABOUT El SISTEMA AND DR. JOSE ANTONIO ABREU
Led by musician, economist, and politician José Antonio Abreu, the State Foundation 
for the National System of Youth and Children’s Orchestras – more commonly known 
as El Sistema – is a nationwide organization of 125 youth orchestras and instrumental 
training programs, serving close to 350,000 young musicians.  A proven model for 
social change, the organization demonstrates how music education can create both 
great musicians and dramatically change the life trajectory of hundreds of thousands 
of a nation’s neediest children.  “For the children that we work with, music is practically 
the only way to a dignified social destiny. Poverty means loneliness, sadness, 
anonymity. An orchestra means joy, motivation, teamwork, the aspiration to success,” 
stated Dr. Abreu.

Among his numerous international awards, Abreu received the 2009 Crystal Award of 
the World Economic Forum as well as a TED Prize that same year. In 2012, Dr. Abreu 
was awarded an honorary doctorate by the Institute of Education, University of London 
in recognition of his services to music education and social change. 
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ABOUT THE CHARLES ANSBACHER MUSIC FOR ALL AWARD
Conceived by Maestro Ansbacher’s close friend Tuan Nguyen, founder and chairman 
of VietNamNet Media Group, the Charles Ansbacher Music for All Award represents 
Ansbacher’s enduring legacy as founder of the Boston Landmarks Orchestra and the 
Free for All Concert Fund. An internationally renowned conductor, Ansbacher created 
Landmarks to ensure great music was available to the community through free 
innovative performances held throughout the city.  In addition to transformational 
performances in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Beirut, Lebanon, and Chisinau, the Maestro 
brought the first-ever classical symphony orchestra concert to Fenway Park and was 
the first American to lead the Vietnam National Symphony.  

The annual award given in Ansbacher’s name recognizes an individual who has 
demonstrated a commitment to bringing free, high-quality, classical music to all people 
in a particular geographic setting. This year, preferred nominees were those whose 
work includes music as a conduit for bringing reconciliation and compassion to 
underserved communities, and those who are dedicated to improving humanity 
through classical music.  

ABOUT THE FREE FOR ALL CONCERT FUND
The Free for All Concert Fund, an independent grant-making public charity, ensures 
that everyone from the Boston region - children, adults, families - has regular and 
permanent access to the rich world of classical and orchestral music, and related 
cultural events. 
With 20 grantees presenting free concerts throughout Boston’s neighborhoods, the 
Fund guarantees that classical music remains free for all, forever. 

For more information about the Free for All Concert Fund, please visit: 
www.freeforallconcertfund.org. 
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