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BOSTON LANDMARKS ORCHESTRA STAGES THE WITNESS CANTATA  
A Free Concert Honoring Work of Dr. Gloria White-Hammond, Sunday, June 9 

  

BOSTON- May 14, 2013– The Boston Landmarks Orchestra is proud to present a free performance of 
Ambassador Swanee Hunt’s original musical composition, The Witness Cantata, on Sunday, June 9, at 
2:00 p.m. at the Bethel AME Church, 40 Walk Hill Street, Jamaica Plain. The performance is a tribute to 
Dr. Gloria White-Hammond, co-founder and co-pastor of the Bethel AME Church, and her work with the 
women of Southern Sudan and Sudan. Conducted by the orchestra’s music director, Christopher Wilkins, 
the concert will be narrated by award-winning TV journalist and producer Reverend Liz Walker. The 
New England Spiritual Ensemble, augmented by some of Boston’s best professional choral singers, will 
perform traditional spirituals in addition to selections from “Lost in the Stars” by Kurt Weill, based on 
South African author Alan Paton’s famed novel, Cry the Beloved Country.  

Christopher Wilkins said, “The tone of The Witness Cantata is lyrical, approachable and prophetic, and 
this quality it shares with Kurt Weill’s Broadway masterpiece. Both works ask how it is possible to 
maintain hope in a troubled and unjust world. Both look for answers in the mysteries and miracles of the 
everyday, in life as it is experienced, in common acts of compassion, and in the beauty of nature.” 

 
The public is also invited to attend a pre-concert discussion with Swanee Hunt, at 1:00 p.m. All tickets are 
free. Go to www.landmarksorchestra.org to reserve a seat. 

  

 “The Witness Cantata is structured around the tradition of the ‘seven last words’ spoken by Jesus on the 
cross,” explains Hunt. “For this piece, I used seven passages gleaned from the gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. To interpret  
those brief scriptures with contemporary texts, I added my words to those of poets Anna Akhmatova, 
Theodore Roethke, and William Blake, as well as Elie Weisel. In the past, people of all faiths have found 
an hour spent with this piece to be a meaningful time of reflection on hope in the face of despair, of inner 
light confronting outer darkness. The Witness Cantata is a reminder that suffering  
is an inescapable and even rich part of life — not simply to be avoided, but to  
be integrated into a whole understanding of what it means to be human.” 

 
Soloists for The Witness Cantata are Jayne West, soprano; Mary Westbrook-Geha, mezzo soprano;  
Yeghishe Manucharyan, tenor; Donald Wilkinson, baritone. Members of the New England Spiritual 
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Ensemble include: Christina DeVaughn, soprano; Joei Perry, soprano; Allyssa Jones, mezzo-soprano; 
Cynthia Harmon, alto; Myran Parker-Brass, alto; Davron Monroe, tenor; Orlando Lightfoot, tenor; Dan 
Perry, baritone; David Howse, baritone; Milton Wright, bass. 

About Dr. Gloria White-Hammond 

Dr. White-Hammond is a pediatrician at Boston’s South End Community Health Center and founding  
co-chair of the Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur as well as chairwoman of Save Darfur Coalition's 
"Million Voices for Darfur" campaign. Since 2001 she has made nine trips into war-torn Sudan helping 
obtain the freedom of 10,000 women and children enslaved during the two-decades-long civil war. In 
addition, Dr. White-Hammond co-founded My Sister’s Keeper (MSK) a humanitarian group that partners 
with women of Sudan in their efforts toward reconciliation and reconstruction of their communities.  
 
 

About Swanee Hunt 
Swanee Hunt is founder and chair of Hunt Alternatives Fund, through which she has supported 
hundreds of NGO’s and numerous local, national, and global initiatives. The Fund operates out 
of Cambridge, Massachusetts and Washington, DC and is focused on strengthening youth arts 
organizations, increasing philanthropy, bolstering women’s leadership in conflict regions, 
combating the demand for purchased sex, achieving political parity for US women in high-level 
positions and supporting leaders of social movements. 
 
 

Hunt is the Eleanor Roosevelt Lecturer in Public Policy, founder of the Women and Public 
Policy Program, senior fellow at the Center for Public Leadership, and senior advisor at the Carr 
Center for Human Rights, all at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. She has also taught 
at Harvard College and lectures widely across the campus.  

Raised in Dallas, Hunt made her mark as a civic leader and philanthropist in her adopted city of 
Denver, where for two decades she led community efforts on social justice issues such as public 
education, affordable housing, women’s empowerment, and mental health services for two 
mayors and two governors.  

From 1993 to 1997, Hunt served as President Clinton’s ambassador to Austria, where she hosted 
negotiations and international symposia focused on stabilizing the neighboring Balkan states. 

Hunt is a long time champion of arts as a vehicle for social change. She co-created the Boston 
Free for All Concert Fund whose grantees’ reach more than 50,000 diverse citizens annually.  
An acclaimed photographer, Swanee Hunt’s photographs have been exhibited in more than a 
dozen one-woman shows in five countries.  

She was married for 25 years to the late Charles Ansbacher, founder of the Boston Landmarks 
Orchestra, Free for All Concert Fund, and former principal guest conductor of orchestras in 
Russia, Bosnia, and Kyrgyzstan. Her world includes their three children and a menagerie of cat, 
parrot, horses, bison, and grandchildren. 

http://savedarfurma.org/
http://www.mskeeper.org/site


 
About the Boston Landmarks Orchestra 

The Boston Landmarks Orchestra is a professional orchestra dedicated to making great music available to all 
Bostonians throughout the summer. Its main series takes place at the DCR’s Hatch Shell on the Charles River 
Esplanade, with regular performances in other sites of civic or historical significance. In addition, the orchestra 
frequently collaborates with other artists and organizations in the region and is dedicated to serving all of  
Boston’s neighborhoods. 
 
This year’s summer concerts run July 17 through August 28.  

For more information, visit www.landmarksorchestra.org or check out their Facebook and Twitter posts.  
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